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Preſion Novemb. 17. 1646. 


The deliberate Reſolution of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel within the County 


PALATINE Of LANCASTER, &c. 


\ ©) @ 6 County of Lancaſter,ſeriouſly weighing, How 


VII Parliament hath removed the book of Common 


Fl 


/, 


AN SJ Prayer with all its unneceſſary and burden» 
m1 [ome ( ceremonies, and eſt-bliſhed the Direfo- 
* ry #n the rooms thereof ; and hath aboliſh:d the 
Prelaticall Hierarchy by Arch-biſhops, Biſhops and their De= 
pendents andin ftead thereof Laid the foundation of a Presbyteri- 
all Government in every congregation , with ſubordination to 
Claſſicall Provinciall and Nationall Aſſemblies (that govern- 
ment we apprehend moſt agreeable the Word of God, and 
which is practiſed by the beſt Reformed Churches, keeping a 
olden mean betwixt Prelaticall Tyranny, and Popular Anarchy, 
Av by the light of Nature, the moſt ſuitable to the crvill 
Government of this Kingdome, a Government that the old god- 
ly non-conformiſts who were in their times Pillars in theChurch, 
and the moderate conſcionable conformiſts, did pray for, ana 
| A 2 ten 
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(4) | | 
tend for, write for, ſuffer for, and who if they had lived to ſee 
what we ſee, would have ſung old Simeons Song, and alſo con- 
ſidering, That the Parliament hath nabled the Eder ſhips by their 
authoruy to keep aWay from the Lords Supper all i gnorant per = 
ſons and many ſcandalous , With a Declaration of their Reſolutt. 
on, that all ſorts of notorious ſcandalous offenders ſhould be ſuf. 
pended from the Sacrament, and likeWiſe authorized the Claſſi= 
call prechvters to Ordain Mmnifters Within their reſpefive . , 
bound: ; (For all which we deſire unfeighnedly to be thankfull : 
to Almighty God and do hereby teftifie our due acknowledge- 
ment of the wiſdome, zeal, and piety of our Honourable Houſes 
Therein;) And when alſo with fad and bleeding hearts we cannot 
but obſerve the lamentable breaches, miſerable confuſion, diſor- 
der and unſettlement under which this poor diſtreſſed Church 

oans, the increaſe and ſpreading of all kind of errours, herefies, 
laſphemies, ſchiſm, and prophaneſs, tending to the utter ruin 
of many thouſand ſouls, and that ſo flatly contrary to our ſolemn 
 $ Covenant, and that the Sacrament of the Lords Supper to the 
great grief and ſpirituall dammage of the godly hath been much 
diſuſed for want of a regular and efteuall means to keep back 
the ignorant and ſcandalous, and alſo that ſundry Congregations 
lye waſte and deſolate for want of Paſtors for lack of Ordination 
being all of them the wofull and fad effects of Eccleliaſticall 
Anarchy, and that therefore urgent and preſſing neceſſity is i 
cumbent upon every one in their place, to their utmoſt to endea- 
vour the putting Church-government mto execution, that ſo an 
effeFtuall means might be applyed for the healing of this ſick 
Church of her dangerous ire , the remedying whereof 
when in any juſt and lawfull ſort it may be obtained, may admit 
no longer delay : | 
And whereas we have received the Votes of both Houſes of 
Parhament , approving the diviſion of our County into nine 
{ {aſſicall pretbyteries, and alſo approving of the Atinifters and 
other per/ons repreſented from this County as fit to be of the ſeve- 


rall reſpeQive (laſſis, for the better conſtituting of Elderſhips 
ack in 


(52 
m qa] 2lagena Sg, and-which in- this extraordi nary 
caſe before government be {et up we conceive very uſeful, (and 
for which we return moſt humble and hearty thanks to the ho- 
norable Houſes and take the ſame as a reall teſtimony of their 
favourable and kind acceptance of our County-Petition lately 
preſented to them, being hereby incouraged to hope they alſo 
will in due time take the other particulars of that Petition into 
their conſideration) We do conceive it our duty, and according- 
ly reſolve to lay hold on. this happy opportunity put into our 
hands, of beginning 10 a&1n reference io Church government, 
by congregationall Clefficall Provinciall and Nationall Af- 
ſemblies. | re 
f But yet becauſt having peruſed all. the ſeverall Ordinances of 
Parliament concerning Church Government, we finde ſundry 
things wanting (to inſtance onely in excommunication for one 
- particular) which we apprehend. neceflary, and that we are as 
yet unſupplied or incompetently furniſhed with remedy againſt 
' that which may greatly annoy the Church, and-alſo remain unſa- 
tisfied in our conſciences concerning the warrantableneſs of other 
things eſtabliſhed ; that we may approve our ſelves faithfull un- 
to God, juſtifie our ations before men, and preſerve the peace 
of our own conſciences, we have. thought it neceſſary in all hu- 
mility and faithfulneſs to declare our reſolutions and the grounds 
we go upon. | 


_ 


| AS it is that which hath hitherto preſerved our fainting ſpirits 
1n patience under hope, that ſhortly there would come forth ſuch 
a compleat form of. Church-government and Diſcipline eſtabli- 
ſhed by publike authority as would be.in every point fully fatiſfa- 
ory,lo in this our beginning to enter upon this weightybulineſf, 
it would have been much more to our comfort and incourage- 
ment if our deſires herein had been accompliſhed ; yet conſide- 
ring, that many things have hitherto retarded the work of refor- 
mation now in hand, and not knowing how long it may be be- 
_ » foreit be compleated, we do not apprehend we can acquit our 

elves cither, before God or men, therefore to do nothing at all, 
becauſe we haye not every thing yet ſo full as we could deſire , 
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(6) 
pecially when we alſo call to remembrance, what it hath 
pleaſed the Honourable Houſes to declare, fo that it cannot be 
exyeted that a preſent rule in every particular thould be ſetled 
all at once, but that there wil be need of ſupplyments and ada;. 
tions and happily alſo of alterations in ſome things as experience 
shal bring to light the neceſſity thereof : But rather becanſe wee 
find ſeveral things eſtabliſhed in rt an Ordinances, 

able to the Word of God (notwithitanding our non-Catisf2 Ra. 
on in other particulars) we conceive the diſcharge of our duty 
towards God, the edification of our mu committed to our 
charge, the preventing the growth of the ſpreading miſchiefs of 
the times for want of Church Government, do require of us, 
that we ſhould for the preſent put in execution what we appre- 
hend in them correſpondent to the rule of Gods Word, and pray 
and wait on God for the altering of what hereafter we hope 
may appear to the Parliament to be otherwiſe , and alſo for the 
perfe&mg of them to an chtire model of Church Government 

and Diſcipline in all the patts thereof, when Gods time ſh 
come, and he have fitted nsfor the receiving ſo great'a mercy. - 
, Here alſo we do freely acknowledge that it:concerns the civil 
Magiſtrate to have his confcience fatisfied, concerning the laws- 

fulneſs of all thoſe things to which the Church craves the addin 
of his civil fantion.' And however we beleeve, all the Officer 
of the Church do hold their Office and Authority immediately 
_ from Jeſus Chriſt as Mediator, who when he a/cended on high 
gave gifts unto men, and who is the _ {piritual King, Gover- 
nor, and Monarch of the Church, the -fole head of all Ecclefi- 
atical Power and Spiritual Juriſdiftion ; and in ' whoſe name, 
and by whoſe authority the Charch Officers, by way of inume- 
diate ſubordination, exerciſe their funftion ; And though alſo 
with our reverend and godly brethren the Miniſters of London 
and Weſtminſter we hold that che poWer of { burch cenſures,and 
n pariicuiar the keeping of ignorant and ſcandalous perſons from 
the Sacrament of the Lords Supper to be in Church Officers'by 
the wil and appointment of Telus (briſt ; that is, in the Elders 
That rule and thoſe that labor in the Word and Doftrine ; yer 
-We 
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we do tot readily grant that the peacrable freedom of exerci 
Chriſtian and godly as he know's:he is in diity- bord ( being 
hirnſ{dlf alſo to give an account to God how he bach diſcharped 
the:duty of his place ) fo he alſo will be ready co aff. wainrain, 
and fortifie, the juri/diftion of the. ( barch. rr woliich reſpeR we 
have conceived otir ſelves bound in conſcience ( condemning the 
contrary praiſes of our difſenting brethren) patiently to wait 
npon this Reforming Parliament (who for their aſſiſtance in 
matters of ſuch high concernment have called together a reve- 
rend and learned Afembly of godly Divines of both Kingdoms 
to adviſe withall) that ſo Church Government might be ſet up 
by their authority. 

And as we do take onr ſelves bound to yeeld all due fubjetie 
on to the civil Power no only for Wrath, but alſo for conſcience 
ſake ; ſo we hope in the *xyciſc of @r office, ſo to carry our 
{dves, as not only to give no jult occaſion of offence unto the 
Magiſtrate, but alſo ro enjoy his concarrence With us on 
all occaſions, and to bee tountabte- ro em -whenſorvey - bee 
foall call us thereunto: as alſo conſidering the preat 
truſt repoſed in us by Jeſus Chriſt ( to whom, having received 
our Commiſſion from him, we are to give an account how we 
have fulfilled our Miniſtry in every part thereof ) we conceive it 
our duty, and by the grace of God reſolve , to make his Word 
our rule, in all ſuch thingsas concern the diſcharge of our Spiri- 
tuall funAttons, and ſhall carefully walk according to theſe pre- 
{ent Ordinances fo far as we apprehend them agreeable to the 
un-erring pattern and (holding our ſelves by manifold and deep 
engagements moſt ſtrily bound to pray dayly for the Honoura- 
ble Houſes of Parliament, that this great work of Reformation 
being by them ſo happily begun, may alſo by them with the ad- 
vice of the reverend Aſſembly of Divines, to the exceeding great 
rejoycing of all the Churches of God, be as glorioully finiſh- 
ed)do moſt humbly beſeech the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, 


the God of wiſdom and might, fo to dire, guide, aftiſt, and 
| | ſtrengthen 
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